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And this Commandment have we from him, that he who 
ID loveth God, love his Brother alſo. 
HE true End and Deſign of Religion, is manifeſtly ., 
this; to make Men wiſer and better; to improve, 
1 exalt, and perfect their Nature; to teach them to 
obey, and love, and imitate God; to cauſe them to extend 
their Love and Goodneſs and Charity to all their Fellow- 
Creatures, each in their ſeveral Stations, and according to 
the meaſure of their ſeveral Abilities; in like manner as 
the uniyerſal Goodneſs of God, extends it ſelf over all his 
Works through the whole Creation; And to oblige them 
to govern the Paſſions of their Mind, with Moderation; 
and the Appetites of their Body, with Temporance. This 


is plainly the chief End and Deſign of true Religion: And Þ * 


whoever acts contrary to all or any of theſe great Rules, 
by wilfully diſhonouring God, by hating his Brother, or 
by abuſing and corrupting himſelf; is either a falſe and 
hypocritical Profeſſour of the Truth, if he does theſe things 
in contradiction to the plain Rules, and in defiance of the 
Laws of his Religion; or elſe the Religion which he pro- 
feſſes, is itſelf a falſe and corrupt Religion, if he does any 
of theſe things in compliance with the Principles, and by 
permiſſion of the Laws thereof. The Religion of the Church 
of Rome is therefore a falſe and corrupt Religion; becauſe, 
as it diſhonours God by mixing Idolatry with Divine Wor- 
ſhip, and gives Men too much encouragement to corrupt 
Themſelves , and: to indulge their vicious Inclinations and 4 
. Habits, by allowing them, through many Superſtitious 
Rites, to reconcile a wicked Life with the Hopes of Heaven, 
ſo it particularly permits, nay and requires Men to hate 


, convince and bring over to their party, they endeavour by 
all the ways of violence and cruelty to root out and extir- 
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and perſecute their Brethren. ; And thoſe whom, for want J 
of the Arguments of reaſon and truth, they are not able to 
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Cottupriotis Of an excellent Inſtitution, that can be ich- 


gined : wheh Reli ah, it ſelf, inſtead of) promoting the uni- 
appineſs and Welfare of Men, is made 8 
to authotiſe fach practiſes, the prevention whereof is ma- 


nifeftly the chief and greateſt End for which any Religion 


$5.5 rea ohably. be ſußpofed to have been inftirured at all. 


Parr? ewar Perſons: cre 5a the Profeſſion of the beſt and 
et Rent fon in the World, may be le away with forme 


og for Fire from Heaven, upon the Sarnar(- 
ſti i Re igion'i it felf, rhe pure and uncortupted doQrine of 


our. Saviour 
us nothing put Love and Peace, Meekffeſs and Chatfty, 


In the following Diſcoutſ upon which Words, I, ſhall 


lies upon all Men in en £6 conſideted as Equals, 
to Mt is Ache Duty of Tove and Mecknefs, Pa- 
tience and Fotbearance one Towards another. And, Se- 
1 ſhall conſider ſome of the ptincipal and moſt re- 


ſtxnces that Men ſtand in one 


As to the Obligatip Which lies upon all Men ia gene⸗ 


1 ral, conſidered as Equals, to prattiſe this great Duty of 


" univerſa] Love, Mecknels'and Charity; tis evident. 


Fas That by the original order and conſtitution of Nas 
iure, Men at ate ſo made and framed, that they neceſſarily 
want 6ne anorbers Help and Aﬀtiſtance, for their mutual 
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mon Humanity, to look upon himſelf as 2 Parr. of tember || eve 
of that one univerſal Body or Community, which is made || un- 


World on purpoſe, to promote the publick Good and Wel- nel 
fare of all his Fellow- Creatures; and conſequently obliged, cnc 


embrace them All with univerſal Love, Chatity and Be-| for 
FORACe.  - | tos TO CN 5 


ftanzes of the preſent State, wherein God has pla 
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ſupport: and preſervation in the World. They cannot | ant 


ſubliſt, ar leaſt they cannot enjoy any Comfort of Life, in- La 


dependently on each other; but are manifeſtly fitted by the | Vit 
very frame of their Nature, to live in Communities; and | bei 
Society. is abſolutely neceſſary for them; and the Bond of | an 


in this reſpect, all Men naturally ſtand upon the ſame 


all Society, is mutual Love, Carity and F Now | ter 
Cc; 1 | 
level; they have all the ſame natural wants and delires ; pla 


they are all iu the ſame need of each others affiſtance, and Re 


are cqually capable of cnjoying the benefits and advantages | un 


of Society. Tis manifeſt therefore, that every Man, as | to 


hz is a Man, is bound by the Law of, his Nature, by com- net 


up of all Mankind; to think himſelf born and ſent. into the | ou! 


as the neceſſary and only effectual means to that End, to] me 
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' Angas all Men are obliged to this, by the necefſary Law deg 

and Condition of their Being, and by all the outward Circum- Ble 

ced them ; F 


ſo they ate allo ſtrongly prompted to it by t 
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clinatiom of their own Minds, when not corrupted by, theſhap 


practiſe of Vice. For by Natute. Men are plainly diſpoſedſ qui. 
to be kind, and friendly, and willing to do good; Nothing|the) 
is naturally more agreeable and pleafant to the Mind offcun 
Man, than being helpful and beneficial one to another Aby! 
other fooliſh and abſurd Paſſions, unteaſonably to oyer-{clea 
rule this their natural Diſpofitfott; they would univerfallyſthin 
injoy the happy Fruits and. 14 of it. For even in the. fin 
preſent moſt corrupt eſtate of the World, as far as their Frie 
Vices will permit, Men till deſire to keep up- a generalſand 
Commerce and Communication with each other; they lovqſnou 
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to increaſe their Dependencies, by multiplying Affinities In tl 


and to inlarge their Friendſhips, by mutual good Offices Mas 
. | | FC > 


ot | and toeſtabliſh Societies, by a Communication of Arts and 
n- | Labour and Induſtry. The only poſſible means of preſer- 


he | ving which Societies, in any tolerable and durable manner, 
nd | being the practiſe of mutual Love, and univerſal Charity 


of | and Benevolence; ſhows plainly what the direction and 


5w | tendency of uncorrupted Nature is. 
ne | No Man therefore can, without tranſgreſſing both the 
es; | Plain Law of his Being, and alſo acting contrary to the 
nd | Reaſon of his own Mind and the natural Inclination of his 
ges | uncorrupred Affections, do willingly any hurt or miſchief 
as to any Man; but every one is obliged for the publick Be- 
m- | ncfit, to indeavour to do good to all, and to love all Men 
ber | even as himſelf ; and, upon what occaſion ſoever any miſ- 
ade | underſtandings or provocations may happen to ariſe , he 
the] ought immediately to indeavour to appeaſe with gentle- 
Vel-| neſs, rather than exaſperate with retaliations; and put an 
ged, end to all differences, aſſoon as poſſibly he can. By this 
to] means the World would become as happy, as tis poſſible 
Be- for Men in this preſent State of imperfection to be: And 
I nothing hinders Mankind from arriving actually at this 
La degree of Happineſs, but moſt perverſe and moſt unreaſona- 
um- ble Iniquity. = | 5 1 
em; For, in order to bring about this great and excellent 
In- End, viz. univerſal Love and Friendfhip , and all the 
the ſ happy Effects and Conſequences of it; nothing more is re- 
ofed|}quilite , than that Men do to others in all reſpects , What 
hing they would reaſonably deſire that others ſhould in like Cir- 
d offcumſtances doto Them. This is all that is really meant 
her by loving ethers as themſelves ; And thus much they are 
and manifeſtly obliged to, by the plaineſt Equity, and by the 
wer cleareſt Reaſon in the World. Every Man is deſirous, and 
fallyſchinks it highly reaſonable , that others ſhould deal with 
1 the Him, according to the Rules or Equity, Humanity, and 
their Friendſhip ; that they ſhould be tender of his Lite, Eſtate, 
neralſand Reputation; that in matters of Commerce, they 
loveſſhould treat him with Juſtice, Fairneſs and Truth; that 
ities $12 things wherein he ſtands in need of their Aſſiſtance, and 
fices as good ground to expect it, they ſhould be willing to 
— > AJ relieve 
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relieve him according to their Power that in caſe of igno- 
rance or miſtake, they ſhould be ready to inform him; 
and where he has given any Offenſe, to forgive him upon 
his deſire of Reconciliation. This every Man thinks rea- 
ſonable in his own caſe ; and therefore he is undeniably 
bound to think it reaſonable likewiſe, when ever it be ano- 
ther Mans caſe to expect the like from him. And if he does 
not act accordiag to this judgment; he is manifeſtly guilty 
of ſuch Iniquity and Unrighteouſneſs, as nothing but Cu- 
ſtom in Wickedpeſs and the Number of Evil Examples 
could be able to ſupport Men under, and harden them in 
the practiſe of it, againſt the Shame and Self-condemnation 
of their own Minds. For, what is in it ſelf fit and right to 
be done, every Mans own Conſcience plainly tells him; 
and, whenſocver he gives himſelf time ſeriouſly to con- 
fider and review his Actions, it accordingly either applauds 
and commends him, and affords him great pleaſure and 
latisfaction, from the ſenſe of his having anſwered the chief 
ends of his Creation, and complied with the higheſt Obli- 
gations of his Nature, in having indcavoured to promote 
the univerſal Welfare and Happinels of Mankind, by the 
practiſe of Truth and Rightcouſneſs, Meckneſs, Goodneſs 
and Charity; or elſe, on the other ſide, it cannot but ſe- 
cretly reproach and ſeverely condemn him, for having 
acted the contrary part. Which Jacgment of Conſcience, 

though Men may indeed «conceal from the World, and 
diſſemble their Senſe of the weight of it upon their own 
Minds, in reſpect of their own Actions; yet it always diſco- 
vers it felt in the Cenſures they paſs upon the Actions of 
Others. For, how much wickedneſs and uncharitableneſs, 
or pride and contentiouſneſs ſoever, Men can overlook in 


tbemſelwes; yet there is no Man, but in judging of ot bers, 


where his own Intereſt and Paſſions are not concerned, will 


' rightly enough og concerning the caracters of Per- 


ſons, and the true value of Mens Actions; will give juſt 


applauſe and commendation, to Men ot meek and peace- 


able and quiet Spirits, Lovers of Mankind, ſuch as delight] 


to do good, and to make All about them as eaſy and happy 


} 


; ; x 2 | | ; , £ | : 
as they can; and, on the-contrar i 
the promoters of Hatred, Animoſity and Contention. All 


—_— 


which plainly. ſhows, both what the Law of our Nature, 
and what the original Inclinations of our Affections are, 
when not corrupted with the practiſe of Vice. : 


2. As all Men are obliged thus by the neceſſary Circum-  \|! 
ſtances and Condition of their Being, and alſo by the original 


and natural Inclinations of their own. Minds, to Love and to 
do Good to each other, according to their ſeyeral Powers 
and Abilities : So they are ſtil] further and more ſtrictly 
obliged to the Practiſe of the ſame Duty, in Imitation of 
the Nature, aud in Obedience to the Will and Law of God. God 
Himſelf. Love, (.1 John 4. 8.) as the Apoſtle (tiles him; 
an infinite and inexhauſtible Fountain of never-failing 


Goodneis. Who, being infinitely and eternally happy in 
the injoyment of his own unſpeakable perfections, could 


have no other Motive to create things at firſt , but only 
that he might communicate his goodneſs and happineſs to 
his Creatures; and continues to preſerve them for no other 
reaſon; bur that he may ſtill continue to do good to them. 


He maketh bi Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the Good, and ſend- | 


eth Rain on the Fuſt and un the Unjuſt : (Mat. .5. 45.) Giving ar 


8 N ar wen fer ul Seaſons, and filling our Hearts with F oo =) 8 
and Gladneſs. (Acts. 14. 17.) Now for the ſame reaſon that 


God does Himſelf continually delight in doing Good, and 


ſeems always to take eſpecial pleaſure in deſcribing himſelf - | 


by that particular Attribute of Love and Goodneis; fot the 
lame reaſon, it muſt neceſſarily be is Will, that all reaſona- 


ble Creatures ſhould imaitate him in that Excellent perfe- 
ction; and, by the Praſtiſe of mutual Love and 5 
3 


per mit and aſſiſt each other to injoy in particular the 
veral Effects and Bleſſings of the Divine Univerſal Good- 
neſs. God cannot but be pleaſed with ſuch, who indeavour 


to conform themſelves to the likeneſs of his Divine Nature; 


and make it their buſineſs, according to the extent of their 


Power, and the meaſure of their ſeveral Abilities, to pro- 


mote the welfare and happineſs of, all their fellow-crea- 


tures ; in like manner as the Love and Goodneſs and 1 84 
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of God , extends it ſelf univerſally over all his works U of! 
through the whole Creation. He has given us noble Powers 
and Faculties on put poſe, to inable us to imitate him in the 
exerciſe of theſe excellent Attributes: He has endued us beſe 
with Reaſon and Underſtanding, for that very End; that 
we might be able to diſcern between Good and Evil, and | ,,;; 
learn to chooſe the One and avoid the Other: He has im- I 20 
planted in our Minds ſuch Affections and Diſpoſitions, as | 
naturally incline us to be kind and friendly and charitable one | Ce 
towards another: He has ſo framed and conſtituted our tic 


Nature, and ſo ordered the Circumſtances of our preſent _ 
; State, as to make Society and Friendſhip neceflary to the | gf 
ſupport and comfort of Life; on purpoſe that Men might | P. 
be continually exerciſed in the Practiſe of theſe divine Vir- | an 


tues: He has interwoven the Intereſt. of Men, and made | th 
the Happineſs of every particular Perſon depend upon the 
Welfare of the Publick ; that each one, from the Senſe of 
his own Want an Exigencies, might ſee the reaſonableneſs | Ie 
and neceſſity of making it his principal buſineſs rg do good | S0 
to others: In fine; He has given us no other way of ex- 
preſſing ſo acceptable our Love and: Gratitude to Himſelf, 
whom we have not ſeen; { 1 Fob. 4. 21.) as by Loving and g 
doing good to our Brethren, whom we hawe ſeen: For no | 
Man bas ſcen God at any time; (1 Joh. 4.12. & 13.) But if we 
Love one another, hereby we know that God, tho' inviſible, yet 
really dwelleth in , and that h love i perfected in us, and 
that we dwell in bim and be in us, becauſe we are Imitators of 
his Nature and Partakers ef bie Spirit. And thus much is 
clear, even from the bare Light of Nature it ſelf. 
But then, 34%, The Chriſtian Religion carries our obli- 
fl pation to the practiſe of this Excellent Duty, ſtill much 
higher. We are Ny obliged to love and to do good to one 
another, not only by the ties of common humanity, as we 
8; are Men, and partakers of the ſame common Nature; but 
weceare further to look upon our ſelves as Brethren in a more 
pPeculiar and eminent manner, being all the Children off 
|} Godin Chriſt, all members of the ſame Body, all parta- 
| kers of the ſame Spirit, all Heirs of the ſame bleſſed Hope 
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of Immortality. There i; one Body, and one Spirit, even as je 


are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptiſm, One God and Father of all. (Eph. 4. 4.) Werefore 1 
beſiech you, ſaith the Apoſtle, that ye walk worthy of the vo- 
cation Here vit h ye are called; With all lowlineſs and meekneſs, 
with long-ſufferimg, forbearing one anot her in lob n; Eudea vouring 


10 keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Eph: 4. 1.) 


Again: We Chriſtians, have not only the Example of 
Gods Love and Goodneſs in general ptopoſed to our Imita- 
tion, as theſe excellent Attrihutes of the Divivine Nature 


are made known to Us by right 1 , and b 0 Light 8 
Experience of that good 


of Nature, and by our continual 
Providence, which prefides-over all, and does good to all, 
and manifeſts it ſelf daily in all the works of God through 


the whole Creation: Bat we have moreover the Example 


of God's goodneſs and loving kindneſs manifeſted to us in a 
more particular and extraordinary manner, in that ſingular 
Inſtance of the Redemption of mankind by the Death of his 
Son; Of which exceeding great and undeſerved mercy, we 
being all partakers, and having all our hopes of happineſs 


founded upon it, are conſequently under the ſtrongeſt Obli- 


gation poſhble, to be in our proportion kind and merciful 


and charitable to our Bret hren, as God has been infinitex 


good and merciful to Us. This argument is ſtrongly urged 


by the Apoſtle St. Paul, Col, 3. 12.- Put on therefore, as the | 
elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, kindneſs, hum- | 


bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering ; Forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if a 
even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alfo do ye: And above all theſe things, 
put on charity, which « the bond of perfectneſi; and let the peace 


of. God rule in your bearts, to the which alſo ye are called in one 


Body. - . | 
Laſtly ; As we are Chriſtians, we are obliged to Love 
and to do good to each other; not only by our knowing in 
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general, from the conſideration of the Divine Nature ane 


Attributes, that it muſt needs be agreeable to the Will ot 


God, that we ſhould do ſo; but by having moreovet re- 


ceived it, with ſingular inforcement, as the petuliar _ 
>} > 8 „ +, | an 
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and Command of our Saviour, on which he inſiſts parti; 
cularly, and ſeems to recommend it above all others, as 

the moſt abſolutely neceſſary aud indiſpenſable Qualifiea- 
tion of a ſincere Chriſtian. A neu commadment , ſaith he, 
I give unto you, that ye love one another , as I have loved you, 
that ye alſo love one anot ber; Joh. 13. 34. And he makes it 
as it were the diſtinguilhing marx and badge of his-Diſci- 
5 ples By this ſhall all Men know' that ye are my Diſciples, if ye 
ba ve love one to another. He himſelf, while he was here upon 
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haas ſet us an example, wherein he indiſpenſably requires 


that we ſhould follow his Steps. And accordingly we find 


the Apoltles every where declaring, that univerſal Love 
and Charity, i the End of the Commandment, the principal 
aim and deſign of our whole Religion, 1 Tm. 1. 5. That 
De that loveth his neighbour, bath fulfilled the Law-, Fer that 
all be Commandments are briefly comprebended in this ſaying, 
? Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf, Rom. 13. 8. And ar 
gain; That all the law « fulfilled in one word, even in thi, Tho 
halt love thy neighbour as thy ſelf , Gal. 5. 14. Inſomuch that 
-whoſocver wants this excellent Virtue ; all his other pre- 
tenics of religion whatſoever, and of zeal for the Service 
of God, are declared to be vain and of no value. Fa Mar 
- ſay, I love God, and hateth his brother , be a Liar, I Joh: 4. 
20. And St. Paul in like manner; Though: I ſpeak, faith he, 
with the tongues of Men and Angels, and have not Charity; 1 
am become a ſounding bras, or à tinkling cymbal ; that is, all 
my pretenſes ro religion are falſe and empty: And though I 
bave the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries and all know- 
lellge; and though 1 have all Faith, ſo that Icould remove moun- 
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all my goods to feed the Poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned ; and have not Charity ;, it profiteth me not bing; 1 Cor. 
3. I. And the reaſon why ſo particular a ſtreſs is laid upon 
the practiſe of this great Duty of univerſal Love and Cha- 
Fity, is plain. Namely, becauſe it is That Temper and 
Diſpotion of Mind, which is the higheſt poſſible improve- 
mant and perfection of our rational Nature; Tis at 
PER 5 Which 
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_ Eart, went continually about doing oo; and in ſo doing he 


tains; and bave no Charity; 1 am nothing: And though I beſtow | 


9 


ſelf Tis That which in the nature of the Thing itſelf is 
of the laſt and utmoſt importance, as being naturally and 
neceſſarily the condition and ground both of our preſent 


Happineſs and of that which is to come: *Tis a Qualifica : 


tion of Mind abſoluty neceſſary, to make us capable of the 
Sight of God, and of the Happineſs of Heaven : For we miſt 
be like God, if we will ſee him @s he is ; And we mult firſt 
attain that Diſpoſition of Mind, wherein the Happinets of 
Heaven eſſentially conſiſts ; if we will hope ro be partakers _ 
of that Happineſs : Ina word, that fram of Mind which 


enclines us to do good, and to take delight in doing it, is 
itſelf the Temper and Diſpoſition of Happineſs; and with- 


out this, tis no more poſſible for a rational Creature to be 


made Happy, than it is to alter the Nature and Eſſences, 
the neceſſary and eternal Reaſon and Proporrien of Things, 
This is the plain and neceſſaty reaſon, why Love and Cha- 
rity and Goodneſs, are conſtantly preterred before all other 
Virtues; as being the ultimate End and Deſign of Religion, 


which-makes our Souls like unto God, who is Goodneſs it 


2nd themlelyes a principal and neceſſary Iugredient of the | 


Joys of Heaven. 


Excellenties whatſocver, are hut as Means to this Ends | 
and to be done away, when that'which c perfect it come. Hope, 


is but the preſent Expectation, and Faith the firm Bekef, 


of thoſe things which ſhall be made mauifeſt hereafter. | 
and when that comes to paſs, then Theſe virtucs, and al i 


other gifts which are in order to theſe, mult neceflarily an 
of courſe ceaſe. Whether there be prophecies, they ſhall fail; 


whether there be tongues, they ſhall ceaſe; whether there be knauts © 
0 * Cor. 13. 8. But Charity and 
| Goodnels, never fail: Theſe. are diſpolitions of mind, which 


ledge, it ſhall vaniſh away: 1 
are begun in the Virtues of this life, and compleated in the 


Glory of the next; which will grow up. the improvements 


of our Knowledge and Virtue here, to a perfect and un- 


ſpeakable Happineſs in the injoyments of the World ts 


And now, could any Man , who ſeriouſly conſidered 


theſe things, and was unacquainted with the Pratiſe of the 


World, 
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Almoſt All other Vigtues, or Gifts ang 


— moſt inhumane Cruelties ? In a word, That Pretenſes of 


— Pm 1 — 


World, believe it poſſible, that Men who profeſſed that 
Holy Religion which ſo plainly teaches this doctrine of 
Peace, ſhould yet, fo directly contrary to rhe whole End 
ande deſign of the Religion of Chriſt, (as is roo plainly 
the practiſe of the Chief Propagators of the Romiſh Faith,) 
indulge their Luſts, their Paſſions, their Pride, their Co- 
vetouſneſs, their Ambition ſo far, as not only to be the 
cauſe of Envyings , Strifes and Contentions, but even to 
make Wars and Fightings Cn 4. 1.) neceſſary among 
Chriſtians ? ro the infinite Scandal of our moſt holy Reli- 
gion, in the ſight of Jews, and Turks, and Pagans ; among 
whom the Name of God is blaſphemed , threugh Us, 4 it 1 
ritten; Rom. 2. 24. Could ſach a one believe it poſſible, if 
it Was not too manifeſt in experience; that Men who call 
themſelves Chriſtians, ſhould oppreſs and bite and devour 
one another, and not be afraid of the Apoſtles threatning, 
rhat they ſhould be conſumed one 0 avother ? (Gal. F. 15.) Anc 
is it not {till much more abſurd, that Religion i: ſelf, that the 
Religion of Chriſt, the Religion of Peace and Love,which 
was intended to reconcile Men to God and to each other; 
ſhould it ſelf be made the occaſion of Hatred, Animoſities 
and Contentions ; nay , of the greateſt Oppreſſions and 


Religion it ſelf, ſhould produce in Men that Spirit, for the 
preventing whereof all Religion was principally and ulti- 
mately intended 2 1 ſhall conclude this Head with thofe re- 
markable words of the Apoltle St. James, Fam. 3. 13. Who 


ſhew out of @ good converſation his Works with meekneſs of Wiſdom , 
But if ye have bitter envying and ſtrife in your hearts, glory not, 


above, but # earthly, ſenſual, dewiliſh ; For where envying and 


+ - ſtrife u, there is confuſion and every evil work ; But the wiſdom 
| That is from above, is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſie 


0 be intreated, full of mercy and goods fruits, 8c. 

II. It remains tliat we proceed in the 24 place to conſi- 

deer briefly ſome of the principal Variations of this great 

Duty, ariſing from the different Relations and Cir- 
1 f En, | cumſtan- 


/ 


i 8 wiſe Man, and indued with knowledge among you? Let him 


and lie not againft the Truib; This Wiſdom deſcendeth not from 


* 
V 
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2 Lied Bo ! 


ate in Erxour 


\ >. (CA | | 
cumſtances which, Men ſtand in One towards another, 
And here the Practiſe of this Duty is diverſiſied as man 
ways, as there are different Stations, or different Circum- 
ſtances and Conditions of Men in the World. I ſhall only 
mention theſe following; from which all the reſt may 


—— 


- 1. What this great Duty of Love and Charity obliges 


$ = 


Inferiours. 


. 


us to, in reſpect of our behaviour towards Superiours and 


24h. Hoy it gbliges. us to behave our ſelves towards, our 


A or thoſe who have done us any particular Injury, 
39. How it obliges good Men to behave themſelves to- 
wards thoſe, who are either neglecters and deſpiſers of Reli: 
gion in general, or ſo unhapp as to be involved in ſome  B 


Particular great and pernicious Errors. 16803 ee 4968 
1. 6 In reſ ect of Our beh LYIOUT towards Superiours, the 


Duty of univerſal Love 1s, to, ſhow forth it felf in hearty, 
willing, and cheerful Obedience to the Commands of thoſe 
whom God has ſer over us; In delighting to promote their 
Honour, and to increaſe among Men that Duty and Re- 
ſpect, which is due to Authority; In thinking Them that 
Rule el, worthy of double Honour; and (becauſe all Govern- 
ment is a Buxden,, as well as an Honour; therefore) chi 
duty ba b us to indeavour to make that 
Burden a0 Vt and eaſy as we can, by a careful and dili- 
gent and conlcientious diſcharge of our ſeveral Duties, each 
in our reſpective Stations ; ſo as unanimouſly to promote 
and forward all the End and Deſigns of good Government, 
the Execution of wile. and wholſom Laws, and the Peace 
anc Proſpexity of the Publick. . 


1 towards Taferiours ; the Dury 
oh Wer ere is to ow forth itſelf in juſt and righ- 
ban Seve. 


teous and merciful dealings z..in. readily relieving the Ne- 
ceſſities;gh; thoſe that Want; In delivering and vindicating 
the oppreſſed: ;. in inſtructing the ignorant and thoſe that 
5 z in reprgying the Wicked , and by good 


example as Mell as good adyice, perſwading and brin ging 


= 


Power of doing good, and by” lo much the mor 


0140 
lhert to a better mind; Ina 12, in doing all the 6500 


ve can, both tothe Souls and Bodies of Men; in imita- 


1 of out Saviour, who went about doing good." - 


Now by how much the greater any Mans Power 5t Ri- | 


ches or Intereſt or Authority is and by ho mich the higher 
his Station is in the World; by ſo muchſthe gr dert is his 

orious 1s 
His exerciſing ard imploying his Power to that excellent 
and noble End. And here is the true and immortal Glory 
of wiſe and good Princes, that'as they reptefetit God im the 
exerciſe of Power and Authority i in the World, fo they re- 


ſemble him alſo in the application of that Power to {erve 
the ends of irtue and Gootnefs in promoting the publick 


Happineſs of Mankind. Power, is not defirablefor its owh 
Kalte, amy tore than Wiſdent ard Knowledge'; but on] 
for the ſake of that greater Good, which it inables Men 


do in the World. And to abilſe Power to the inflaying a 

deſtroving of Mankind, and to the ſervitig ſuch e 1 

the prereftiag Whexeof is deed the only 000 Reaſon for 
rea 


Which Power is truly efirable”; ; is the greateſt weakite 


and abſurdity in the World. To imply. great Power and 


Dre 


Riches, in paring and'fabdting many Nations, in caui 
tity oppre Ting Multitudes of People, aud ſuibverting 'th 


1 common Rights and Liberries of Nen; dis the greateſt My, 


well as the greateſt wickedneſs, im inable; and nothing 
can be more weak and cotitrary to reaſon, chan! to call char 


Ambition by the name of Glory and Greatneſt, which 


really the moſt inglor ious pyd the moſt. diſhonourable 
thing in nature. Gd is thi 1 e Governour of the 
Wort ld, poſſeſſed entirely of abſolute and untontrawable 


Power; yet he makes ale of that Power boy no other Ent, 


bur to preſerve. and ſupport and do good to all his. Crea u. 
res, according to their ſeveral ene if a Capacities + Bk 

27 good, ard, does pood ; and eſteems Goodneſs his a 
Glory ant Perfection, the Title which he moſt delights to be 


Aeſiribed by. True teatnels therefore, is to initate God in 
this moſt glorious der fection of Goodneſs And thoſe 


whom he Rasimdbed with Power aud Authority to repte- 
fent 
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fenthim on Earth, are then moſt Truly and induftriouſly his Vice gerents, 


when they Jook upon 4 large extent of Power, to be only a grłater compats 
of doing Good; when they imitare God, in being Lovers and Preſor vers df 
Mankind, and making Government a Protection and Security to all that Live 


of Oppreſſours abroad, and to be Vindicators of the common Rights and Li- 
berties of Nations ; this is ſtill a higher degree of tre, Honour and Greatneſs, 


and a becoming really the Praiſe and Glory of the whole Earth. How unſpeas 4 
kably happy is that people, on whom God has vouchſafed to beſtow ſo inefti> | - 


. 


mable a Bleſſing ! and how thankful ought we. to be, 
fer ion of our. own Cale. 


29, In reſpect of our behaviour towards our Enemies, or thoſe who-have' * 


| the thing it ſelf, than that ve ſhould be moved by that Ne 19 forgiye 
O 


one another freely our hundred Pence; and to have compalſi ie on our 
fellow: ſervants, às God has had pity an Us. But beſides the reufonablenefs 


. 


ig Us, >..." 
155 In reſpect 


rays of Gentleneſs, inſtruction and reproof, to bring them 


| __— 
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. under it. And if beyond this, they be ſtill further inabled td reſtrain che F pry. 1 


that the deſcription of | 
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Society; And the ſtrict Execution of gogd Laws, is in that 


\ Publick. But other wiſe, it is the Duty of 4 Servant of the 

Tord, not to ſtrive, but to be gentle unto all Men; apt to teach, 
patient; In meckneſs inſtructing thoſe" tbat oppoſe themſelves, if 
God peradventurꝭ will give them Repentance to the acknowledging 
of the Truth. (2 Tim. 2. 24.) For, zbe Wrath of Man, worketh 


. \ 
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n e 
= 4k 2» 


to Repentance and a better Min | 
thoſe who, are placed in, Authority, may and ought to 
make uſe of puniſhment and ſeverity, towards thoſe who 


ception. Such perſons as are not yet come to 


Reaſon and Arguments; to convince them of the Being, 


truth, and one convert him : let 
>werteth the Sinner from the errour 


From death, and ſhall hide 2 multitude of Sins. 
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*\ Magiſtrates.indeed, and 


are guilty of ſuch Crimes; as are deſtructive of humane 


caſe an inſtauce of the gteateſt Love and Charity to the 


not the Righteouſheſs of God „ (I Jam. 20.) and our Saviout 
himſelf ſeverely condems that Spirit, which ſome. of his 
Diſciples diſcovered, when they deſired to call for Fire from 
Heaven, upon the Samaritans who refuſed to give him re- 
| TY ; 14 55 right 
Senſe of Religion in general, it is our Duty to perſwade by 


Attributes and Providence of God; of the neceſſity and in= 
finite importance of Religion; of the unalterable diffe- 
rence of Good and Evil; of the reaſonableneſs excellency, 
and poſitive Evidence of the Chriſtian Revelation. » And] 
choſe who are ſo unhappy as to be involved in any partitu-Þ 
lar pernicious Errors, it is our Duty to inform, inſtruct, 
reprove, and by all Chriſtian means indeayour to bring 
them back to the acknowledgment of the Truth: Taking 
care above all things, to ſhow them by our good Exams 
ples, and by the influence of the Truth upon our own Lives 
that we have no other deſign in indeavouring to convince 
them, but theirs and our own Salvation. In promoting 
which Ends, we ſhall do well to have always imprinted or 
our mindsthoſe excellent words, wherewith St. James con 
cludes his Epiſtle : Brethren, if any of you do err from th 
let him know, that be which con 
bis way, ſhall ſave @ Son 
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